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his attitude was clear. The old principle of a
territorial religion of which the empire should be
the divinity had come to be for him the solution
of these ecclesiastical complications.
On the first of April, 1871, he made quite appar-
ent the drift of his thought. A Polish member
of the Reichstag had denied the voluntary affilia-
tion of Poland with the Empire in the name of
his country. It was a direct challenge to Bis-
marck's conception of the State, and he did not
fail to take it up. 'Behind you/ he retorted
angrily,122 'you have naught save errors and
illusions. You think that the Polish nation has
elected you to represent it, but, in truth, you have
been elected to represent the interests of the
Catholic Church, and if you defend them when
they are under discussion, you will have fulfilled
your electoral function.' It was a notable identi-
fication. It could mean only that he had declared
war on the Roman Church and the Grand Duke
of Weimar regarded it as his first overt attack
on Ultramontanism.123 Windthorst saw clearly
the drift of his mind when he declared that it was
an attempt to enslave the Church. And it is of
interest to note that Treitschke denounced the
Eoman claim of a free Church within the State
as equivalent to a demand for the right to rebel-
lion.124 It is often difficult to distinguish between
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